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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Conscription Act Vindicated A writer styling
himself An Original War Democrat, in a series of articles published recently in a leading journal, attacking the
constitutionality of the conscription law, passed by the late Congress, sets out with the remark, that the people
of the State of New York proclaimed at the election last fall, and have unmistakably reiterated at the elections
this spring, their determination hereafter, to be governed by law, and not by the arbitrary will of any man, or
any body of men. It is presumed there will be few who will cavil at this determination, and fewer still, to whom
the conviction of the possibility of preserving the government, without even so much as a suspension of the
least prized of our civil rights, would not bring with it a sense of relief and satisfaction. It would be an additional
ground of hope, if we could be assured that all constitutional laws would be obeyed, and that questions
affecting their validity were raised to elicit the truth, and not to embarrass the government. The argument of
the writer referred to, rests mainly on the proposition: that the power to pass such a law does not exist, unless it
is affirmatively given to Congress by the Constitution, all other power being reserved to the States respectively,
or to the people. The act is based on the power to raise and support armies; and the first question is, what is the
meaning of the clause, and other clauses bearing on the subject, as gathered from a consideration of the ends
and purposes for which the Constitution was formed, and as established by the...
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