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University of Nevada Press, Reno, 1985. SoAcover. Book Condition: New. 636 pages. SoAcover. New book.
NEVADA. With their beauty, song, and fascinating behavior, birds can be appreciated by even the most casual
observer. The result of over thirty years of research, this book is the most comprehensive ever published on the
diverse bird life of the Great Basin. In a concise and readable style, Fred Ryser discusses the history, physiology,
behavior, ecology, and distribution of over 300 species, including information on navigation, flight, territorial
behavior, courtship, nesting, hunting, and the pageantry of the great migrations that pass through the Great
Basin each year. Introductory chapters examine how birds survive the extremes of the Basin environment, how
they maintain heat and water balance, and other important topics in avian biology. A special section on the
recent reorganization of the AOU Checklist of North American Birds is included along with an extensive
bibliography of over 500 sources. An appendix detailing birding trips in the Great Basin will be invaluable to
both the professional ornithologist and the amateur bird watcher. The book is illustrated with beautiful
drawings, maps, and charts. Destined to become a standard reference work in American ornithology, Birds of
the Great Basin is an important acquisition for anyone interested in western birds. "This is a most outstanding
book, and I urge every Nevadan to see it." ÑNevada State Museum Newsletter, November 1985 "One of the
things an author strives for in a non-fiction book is to do such a thorough job that no one will attempt his
subject again for years. Fred Ryser has just permanently removed the birds of Nevada from the pool of material
for would-be writers . . . You absolutely must have Birds of the Great Basin." ÑCory Farley, Reno Gazette-
Journal, July 27, 1985 "The most...
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