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- A law office in Vallonia. Craven (solus reading a letter.) Chancery court two years behind and the heirs at law
waiting for a decree. Well, let em wait. Meanwhile, that purloined parchment, the golden key to Ethel Dalgren s
fortune, is in my hands, and | ve time enough to marry the girl, unearth the missing will and claim our estate.
This letter alone contains no clue, but in connection with certain facts might hereafter prove a strong link in the
chain of circumstantial evidence. (Strikes match and burning letter lights a cigar.) Heiress of half a million and
ignorant of her claim. By Jove, | adore the girl; she is ravishingly beautiful, and her fortune would fit me
exactly. (A knock at the door.) Come in. (Enter John Dalgren c. d.) Ah! Mr. Dalgren; (they shake hands) be
seated. How goes the harvest at West Farm? Dalgren. Well, thank you; quite well. We have had bountiful crops
and sold our surplus at war prices. If this murdering business keeps up, our farmers will all have their hands full
of Uncle Sam s money. Craven. It will take your handsfull to buy a breakfast. Our currency must depreciate
more and more as the war continues. Dalgren. But the war ought to be finished and laid by this year. Craven.
Ought to be, but won t be. We are beaten for lack of generalship. The rebels killed five thousand of our boys at
this late battle of Fair Oaks. Dalgren. Then our country needs more volunteers, and you and I, Lawyer Craven,
ought...
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