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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: .Theses---but what of that? Is it not all explained by the fact
that Mr. Gladstone was at Oxford in 1831? So at least the Nonconformist minister will think. The admission
frankly made, that these remarks are confined to the realms of opinion, prevents me from urging on everyone
my prescription, but, with the two exceptions to be immediately named, I believe it would be found generally
useful. It may be made up thus: As much reti cence as is consistent with good breeding upon, and a wisely tem
pered indiHerence to, the various speculative questions now agitated in our midst. This prescription would be
found to liberate the mind from all kinds of cloudy vapours which obscure the mental vision and conceal from
men their real position, and would also set free a great deal of time which might be profitably spent in quite
other directions. The first of the two exceptions I have alluded to is of those who possess--whether honestly
come by or not we cannot stop to inquire--strong convictions upon these very questions. These convictions they
must be allowed to iterate and reiterate, and to proclaim that in them is to be found the secret of all this
(otherwise) unintelligible world. The second exception is of those who pursue Truth as by a divine compulsion,
and who can be likened only to the nympholepts of old; those unfortunates who, whilst carelessly strolling
amidst sylvan shades, caught a hasty glimpse of the...
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