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Prepared by the Pacific Fleet Chaplain George A. Russo s office, the document was only three pages long. It
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Protestants, the service had to be commensurate with good taste and the spiritual needs of all worshippers.
Since the days of World War Il, men and women of the sea services have willingly filled the gap for their faith
groups as lay leaders when chaplains were not available to meet the needs of their fellow shipmates. At the
close of that war, there were only a dozen or so faith groups officially represented in the military. Today, the
Armed Forces Chaplains Board officially recognizes over 200 faith groups. Religious lay leaders play a vital role
within the structure and ministry of the command religious program, as they assist the chaplain and religious
program specialists in meeting the religious rights of sea-service personnel. Navy Tactical Reference Publication
(NTRP) 1-05.1 will assist commanders, chaplains, and lay leaders as they provide for the constitutional free
exercise of religion for sea-service personnel. Recognizing that religious identity is an integral part of the
members of the armed services, Congress has established that the religious requirements of service members
are to be accommodated by the respective services. The Department of the Navy (DON) tasks commanding
officers (COs) with the establishment of a command religious program (CRP), which accommodates the...
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