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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: .| BLANCHE OSTERTAG still quartered on the shield of Britain.
There Came Three Dukes A-riding is said to date from the Tudor queen who married a Spanish king, so the
courting noblemen are in mid-sixteenth century doublet and hose, the ladies -dresses are copied from Holbein s
portraits, and the background is the timemellowed brick of the Hampton Court cloek-tower still known as Anne
Boleyn s. The backgrounds, by the way, are always architecturally sound. Yankee Doodle rides his pony through
the-quaintest of step-gabled streets and-across a toll--bridge of the real old type. The pretty maid waits for
Johnny to come home from the fair in front of a genuine Colonial mansion, buff and white, with a fan-light
over its columned portico. Such chronological details are noted only as proving conscientious research even in
childish matters. For the most part the artist has chosen the early Victorian fashions---men in peg-top plaid
trousers; women in crinolines, angel sleeves, lockets, and hair-nets; little girls in pig-tails and pantalettes---surely
the most amusing and unreasonable costumes ever inflicted upon the race. The point of all this is that here are
delectable and varied decorations breathing a sort of innocent drollery, what M. de Monvel calls a precious
quality of mzi vete, which is quite irresistible. Her latest illustrations, those to Max Miiller s tender Memories, are
stamped with unusual breadth and proportion. Not unnaturally, Miss Ostertag has been more than once
associated with some of the leading Western...
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