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border and, of course, the coastal that is so important. As violence continues in neighboring Mexico, our
communities feel the impact across the Rio Grande, the narrow river that connects our two nations. 2010 has
reached a boiling point as turf wars and gunfire unfold just minutes from our neighborhoods, and American
families dont travel to Mexico as frequently as they did, and now Mexicans fear traversing the Mexican border
towns to enter the United States. Since January alone, just miles from my district in neighboring Mexico, we
have seen two consulates forced to be closed and reopened, two USDA livestock inspection sites in Mexico
closed, then reopened on the U. S. side because they dont want to send their personnel across the river, most
about drug-related shootings, pirates intimidating American boaters on the Falcon Lake and other activities
that have disrupted the lives of U. S. citizens. These are types of situations where putting eyes in the sky can
assist law enforcement in monitoring patterns and practices of our criminal organizations along the border.
Monitoring these situations will give us an opportunity to prevent a spillover of violence from Mexico into the
United States. Moving forward, I want to hear how DHS will expand the role of UAVs as a means of border
security in the future, lessons learned, plans looking ahead, and what Congress needs to do in the mean time. I
do want to thank, of course, the presentation that the assistant commissioner, Mr. David Aguilar, and all...
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