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can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . . . County some engagements are weekly and others yearly, and in County Longford,
engagements are yearly, half-yearly, and weekly. Generally speaking, the daily engagements are to be found
more oBen in the poorer districts, or in localities where the farms are small, labour not being required all the
year round. In many counties ordinary labourers get their food in the farmhouses on working days, the cash
wrages in such cases being at a lower rate than in districts in which no food is provided. Herds and shepherds
are usually engaged by the quarter, the half-year, or the year, and the notice to quit their situations varies
considerably. They are frequently paid largely in kind, receiving a free house, some tillage land, potatoes, hay,
the right to graze a certain number of animals, to cut peat, and c. in cases where a farmer takes more than one
farm, a herd is oBen put in charge of one, and his responsibilities are then considerable. Herds frequently stay
in the same situation for many years. It is not uncommon to find cases where they have been born on the farm
or property where they are employed, and where their fathers and grandfathers herded on the same farm. The
engagement of men in charge of horses and cattle, though sometimes as long as that of herds, is oBen a
weekly or monthly one, but their work is continuous, and they frequently remain in their situations a long time.
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