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illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: . . . which would depend upon the volume of the reservoir, pressure of gas, and
the width of the fissure. If this theory is the true solution of the problem, it follows that the systematic and
regular observation of earth movements would eventually prove a reliable means, to some extent, of foretelling
when outbursts of gas should be anticipated. This theory, by no means a new one, was first broached in the
Durham Advertiser, of July 25th, 1845, by the late Mr. William Lloyd Wharton, in describing a curious issue of gas
which took place from the bed of the river Wear. The following is an abstract of his remarks: --A line of streams
of gas was observed crossing the river Wear, diagonally in the direction of N. N. E. and S. S. W. , under the
Framwellgate Bridge, and for a length of about 100 yards. When the air and water were perfectly calm, large
bubbles formed by the ascent of gas, taking fire at a lighted candle, marked VOL, XXXIIl. --ISM, Tf the limits of
the streams of gas above the bridge, and two other smaller groups of bubbles were seen below the bridge, each
of these groups being marked by numerous bubbles. It is believed that there are no coal workings or
excavations of any kind within several hundred yards of the Framwellgate Bridge, and the escape of gas must
be attributed to some extensive natural accumulation. There is therefore no ordinary means...
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