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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.NO one can read Harriett Frean and fail
to be impressed by Miss Sinclair s power as a writer, her unfailing artistry, and her amazing technical ability. It
is a tour de force in the Mary Olivier manner-a series of episodes so vividly presented that they are inevitably
connected and amplified by the reader s imagination. She compresses into a hundred and thirty-three pages
the record of Harriett s long life; pages pruned of all non-essentials; pages cruel, almost intolerable, in their
relentless, polished, austere clarity. Yet nothing is omitted. And at the end our knowledge of her is harrowingly
complete and intimate. The story of Harriett is the story of a woman whose home life was so ideal that she
resented the intrusion of even her best friends. The years slipped by quietly and she and her parents seemed to
her the perfect group. And the motif that runs through her whole life, that dominates it, is her love for her
mother; a love infantile in its attitude of mind, its dependence, its abandonment. Like Victoria, and at an even
earlier age, Harriett determined to be good. It was pleasant to be good. It gave her a warm, superior feeling. It
made her parents happy. Disobedience-wickedness, were ugly. And she knew, and they knew, that always,
under all circumstances, she could be trusted to behave beautifully. But, unlike Victoria, one of the forms her
goodness assumed was an inordinate love of self-sacrifice. She indulged herself in that in and out of season,
with appalling results sometimes. But not really because she thought self-denial on her part would be of any
benefit to others or...
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