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illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: . . . little or no signs of chemical alteration appeared. The examination of feldspars is
carried out with a microscope fitted with a polarizing device. The latter is not entirely necessary but makes
examination more satisfactory. The method depends upon the identification of orthoclase, microcline, albite
and quartz by diIerences in the indices of refraction of these substances. The distinction between orthoclase
and microcline must be made in polarized light. The feldspar is crushed until it passes a 100-mesh sieve. About 3
mgms. of this sample is taken on a point of a knife and placed on a microscope slide. Beside this is placed a
drop of clove oil, the two are mixed by the use of an edge of a cover glass and the latter is placed on top. Clove
oil has an index of refraction (1. 527) which is intermediate between the indices of the potash spars and albite.
The index of refraction of the clove oil varies somewhat. The index may be lowered by adding cedar oil or
raised by adding cinnamon oil. It is only necessary then to use a microscopic method which will indicate these
diIerences to identify the minerals. There are two such methods. SCHROEDER VAN DER KOLK METHOD This
method is quite sensitive but requires the proper adjustment of a condensing lens, otherwise the reaction may
be the reverse of that described. It is better to try it out first on known minerals and oils. The method consists in
comparing the...
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